
Wazza’s 10.3 Server QuickStart:
8. WinXP Joining Mac OS X Domain

Mac OS X Server 10.3.9
Win XP

Background

A Mac OS X Server can be setup to be a Primary Domain Controller (PDC) .

Windows computers can be configured to join the domain, and mount the Mac OS X 
Groups  folder, and the Mac OS X Users’ Home  Directory.

This is particularly useful in a “Mac” school which also has a number of Windows 
computers on the network.

Other QuickStart documents describe how peer-to-peer file sharing can be 
enabled to share documents between platforms, how Windows computers can be 
configured to join a Mac OS X Workgroup, and how Mac OS X computers can be 
configured to logon to a Windows server, using the built-in Active Directory plug-in.

Note: This document assumes that you already have a functioning Mac OS X 
Server, functioning as an Open Directory Master. It is also assumed that there are 
no other Windows servers on your school network functioning as a Primary Domain 
Controller.



1. Configuring the Mac OS X Server - Server Admin

1.1. Open Server Admin  and click on the Windows  service.

Click on the Settings  button at the bottom of the window.

1.2. Click on the Role  popup to change the role to be a Primary Domain 
Controller (PDC) .
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1.3. Click on the Logging  and Advanced  buttons to confirm the following 
settings

No changes should be necessary on these screens.

1.4. Click on the Save button.

You will be asked to enter an administrator’s password.
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2. Configuring the Mac OS X Server - User Preferences

2.1. Setting up a folder for Windows profiles.

We need to provide a “path” to a location to store the user’s Windows 
profile. There are two options available here.

• store each user’s profile in their own Home folder;
• store each user’s profile in a common shared folder.

A description of the setup for each option follows. 

2.1.1. Profiles in users’ Home folders.

2.1.1.1. Open Workgroup Manager.

2.1.1.2. Click on the Accounts  button, then the Users  tab.

2.1.1.3. Select a test user.

2.1.1.4. Click on the Windows  button on the right side of the right 
pane.

Wazza’s QuickStart: Win XP Joining a Mac OS X Domain Page 4 of 13



2.1.1.5. Enter a path to where files associated with the user’s 
Windows profile will be stored.

eg: \\server\02\ellen\profile

where server  is the name of the server, 02 is the home 
directory sharepoint and profile  is the name of a folder in 
which to store the user’s Windows profile.

2.1.1.6. In the example above, when the user ellen  logs on from a 
Windows computer, a new folder called profile  will be created 
in Ellen’s Home  folder.

You can use any suitable name for this additional profiles 
folder.

2.1.1.7. The pros and cons...

The good thing about this option is that each user’s 
information is kept neatly inside their own home folder, and 
that they are the only user who can access this information 
(which includes their Windows My Documents  folder).

The downside of this option is that you are not able to “mass 
select” all users and set up the path using the %username% 
option in the path.
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2.1.2. Profiles in a common shared folder.

2.1.2.1. Create a new folder on the data  drive, with a suitable name 
(eg - profiles )

2.1.2.2. Share the folder, so that everyone  has Read/Write  access.

2.1.2.3. Click on the Accounts  icon in WGM and select a user 
account.

2.1.2.4. Click on the Windows  button on the right side of the right 
pane.

2.1.2.5. Enter a path to the profiles  sharepoint that you created.

2.1.2.6. When Ellen logs on from a Windows computer a new folder 
called ellen  will be created in the profiles  sharepoint.

2.1.2.7. Pros and Cons....
You can allocate the \\server\profiles\ sharepoint to multiple 
selected users. The users’ names will be added 
automatically.

The user’s profiles are in a sharepoint with Read/Write for 
everyone. Consequently, the My Documents folder should be 
redirected to the user’s Home folder.
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2.2. Setting Up UsersÕ Home folders

2.2.1. Choose a suitable Drive  which will map to, and display your Mac OS 
X Home  Folder on Windows computers.

Experience suggests that there may not be a need to enter the path, 
though it can’t hurt!!

2.2.2. Now - you can bulk select users in each group (ie their Home  folders 
are in the same sharepoint) in WGM to set some of this up.

Unfortunately we can’t enter the path as:

\\server\02\%username%\profile

However, if you shift-click all the users in the 2002 group, for 
example, and enter the path as \\server\02\,  each user’s 
username  (home folder name) will be added to the path 
automatically. 

2.2.3. If you would like your Windows users to have easy access to a 
shared drive (such as Groups ) as well as their Home  folder, read 
the next section about Login scripts. If not, go straight to Step 4!

2.3. A Small-school Alternative

In a small school, where all users’ Home folders are in one sharepoint,  
you may be able to have users login locally on a Windows computer (as a 
non-admin user) and access a desktop shortcut to a mapped drive to the 
sharepoint that contains the user’s Home folders.
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3. Creating a Login Script

When Windows users login to the Mac server, their Home  folder will mount as a 
“mapped” drive (in My Computer), but user’s may need to go searching for their 
Groups  folder. (in My Network Places)

A small login script saved on the server can automatically mount both the user’s 
Mac OS X Home Directory and the Groups  folder as networked drives.

3.1. Open a plain text editor

• Don’t use Apple’s built-in TextEdit. It does not save files in the correct 
format.

• Try: 
SubEthaEdit (www.codingmonkeys.de/subethaedit/)

BBEditLite (www.barebones.com/)

Haxial Textedit (www.haxial.com/products/textedit/)

Choose to save the file in Unix format (with Unix line breaks).

3.2. Type the following text (substituting the school’s server name for 
server.demo.com)

net use g: \\server.demo.com\Groups

net use h: \\server.demo.com\%username%

Note that there is a space after g: and h:

3.3. Save the file with the extension .bat  (a Windows batch file)

3.4. The script must be saved in the etc/netlogon  folder.

Important: So that all users can access this script, check that the netlogon  
folder permissions give everyone Read Only access.
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3.5. On the Mac OS X Server, open WorkGroup Manager.

3.6. Click on the Accounts  button, then the Users  tab.

3.7. Select your test user.

3.8. Click on the Windows  button on the right side of the left pane.

3.9. Enter the name of your Login Script .

3.10. Click on the Save button.

Wazza’s QuickStart: Win XP Joining a Mac OS X Domain Page 9 of 13



4. Setting up the Windows clients

You will need to set your client(s) to join the Domain  you created on the server.

4.1. Right-click on My Computer .

Choose Properties .

4.2. Click on the Computer Name tab

Click on the Change  button.

4.3. Click on the Domain  button, and enter the Domain  name you setup on the 
server.

Check that the computer has a unique identifying name. 

If necessary, change the name, then restart the computer BEFORE 
changing the computer from being a member of a Workgroup  to a Domain  
member.
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4.4. You will be asked for an admin name to join the Domain .

This is the Administrator of the Mac OS X Server.

4.5. After a short delay you will be welcomed to the Domain .

Click on OK.

4.6. You will be reminded to restart the computer.

4.7. Click on the OK button to restart the computer.

4.8. After the restart, hold down the control-alt-delete  key combination to see 
the login screen.

4.9. At the login screen, Windows gives you the option of logging into the 
Domain  server, or the Local  computer. 

Click the Options  button, then select the Domain  from the popup menu.

4.10. Enter a user name  and password  for a user on the Mac server.

4.11. Open My Computer (from the Desktop or from the Start menu) to see the 
Groups  folder and the user’s Home  folder as mapped drives G and H.

Wazza’s QuickStart: Win XP Joining a Mac OS X Domain Page 11 of 13



5. Creating a Default User Profile on Win XP

When a new user logs onto Windows XP, they are assigned a “profile”.

This profile includes a number of default settings, including proxy address, 
default home page, etc.

Each XP user who connects to the Mac OS X server is considered to be a “new 
user” by the local Windows XP computer, and is assigned the default user profile 
settings.

The notes below describe how to set the default user profile on an XP computer.

(Note: This should not be necessary on recent DET rollout computers)

5.1. Log on to the computer as the Administrator , and then  create a local user 
account.

5.2. Log off as the Administrator, and then log on to the  computer through the 
local user account that you just created.

Caution:  You will cause permissions issues if you create the custom user  
profile when you are logged on as the administrator.

5.3. Customise the profile appropriately. For example, set the default Explorer 
Home Page, and proxy server.

5.4. Log off as the local user, and then log back on as the  Administrator.

5.5. Because several of the files in the profile are hidden and must be copied to 
the new custom default user profile, turn on the Show  hidden files and 
folders  option. To do so, follow these steps:

• Double-click My Computer , click  Tools , and then click Folder  Options .

• Click on the View  tab.

• Under Advanced settings , click Show hidden files and  folders .

• Click on OK. 
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5.6. Replace the current default user profile with the  customised default user 
profile. To do so, follow these steps:

• Right click on My Computer  and choose Properties .

• Click the Advanced  tab.

• Under User Profiles , click  Settings .

• In the User Profiles  dialogue box, select the user profile that you just 
created, and then click Copy To .

• In the Copy To  dialogue box, under  Copy profile to , click Browse , click 
the  C:\Documents and Settings\Default User  folder, and then click  OK.

• Under Permitted to use , click  Change , click  Advanced , click Find 
Now , select  Everyone  from the list, and then click OK (a couple of times!)

• Accept the warning that you are about to replace the existing Default 
User Profile .

5.7.  Windows XP will now assign the custom default user profile to any new 
user who logs on to the computer.

This includes the default home page and proxy server settings.

If the previous steps have been followed (the user has been assigned a 
place to save their profile settings) the user’s default profile, plus any 
individual changes, will be saved at log out.
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